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James 2
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old 
clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 
wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to 
the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have 
you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts?

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit 
the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they 
not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 
who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong?



8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, 
you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever 
keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” 
also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do 
commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

12 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that 
gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to 
anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.



14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to 
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 
Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 
16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is 
it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead.
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The Royal Law

Mark 12:30-31

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.”



John 3:16-17

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.



Mark 1
40 A man with leprosy came and knelt in front of Jesus, begging 
to be healed. “If you are willing, you can heal me and make me 
clean,” he said. 41 Moved with compassion,[i] Jesus reached out 
and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” 42 Instantly 
the leprosy disappeared, and the man was healed.

Matthew 9
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them 
because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.



Luke 7
11 Soon afterward Jesus went with his disciples to the village of 
Nain, and a large crowd followed him. 12 A funeral procession 
was coming out as he approached the village gate. The young 
man who had died was a widow’s only son, and a large crowd 
from the village was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his 
heart overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said. 14 Then 
he walked over to the coffin and touched it, and the bearers 
stopped. “Young man,” he said, “I tell you, get up.” 15 Then the 
dead boy sat up and began to talk! And Jesus gave him back to 
his mother.



Luke 19
41 But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, 
he began to weep. 



V13

…because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who 
has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.



The Royal Law – includes love for the 
economically poor and oppressed.

Luke 4
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 



Faith in Jesus death and resurrection but also…

Faith in his life and that sacrificial love is the only way to 
overcome evil, separation and injustice and….

Faith that God will do this through you. 



The world does not need a church 
- in complete theological unity
- culturally relevant
- strategically equipped

The world needs a church that follows Jesus with sacrificial love


