


Living Faith
James 2:14-26



James 2:14-20

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him?
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that?
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works.
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless?



James 2:21-26

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up 
his son Isaac on the altar?
You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone.
And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by 
works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also 
faith apart from works is dead.



faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

…faith apart from works is dead.

So what does a Living Faith look like?



Contradiction?

FAITH WORKS

Galatians 2:19-21

yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the 
law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have 
believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of 
the law no one will be justified.

James 2:24
You see that a person is justified by works 
and not by faith alone.

Paul James



James 2:14-17

2:1 - My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.

2:14-20 - What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says 
he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him?
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that?
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.



Saving Faith vs. Dead Faith – lip service.. saying it, with no follow through

A Profession of Faith or Intention is not enough. 

Matthew 21:28-32

“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in  the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said 
the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the 
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, 
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.



James 2:15-17

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that?
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

What is the direction of the good works that confirms a living 
faith?



Jesus
Matthew 25:31-36, 40
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all 
the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his 
right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came 
to me.’
…And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’



James 2:18-21

But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” 

Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works.

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless?

Saving Faith vs. Useless Faith 

Correct Theology without Active Obedience is useless 



Jesus

Matthew 7:18-23 
A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and 
do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.’
Mighty “Spiritual” Works       Good Fruit (Active Saving Faith)

Knowing Jesus       Good Fruit (Active Saving Faith)



James 2:21-24

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up 
his son Isaac on the altar?
You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone.



Genesis 15:5

And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said 
to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, 
and he counted it to him as righteousness.
22:1-3
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.”
22:8
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.



Abraham

Abraham’s Faith (Trust in God’s Promise) was completed, and shown 
to be active, genuine, and alive by his relational obedience.
(not by observing the law, or by doing religious duties)

The essence of “Good Works” is Trusting Obedience. 



James 2:25-26

And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by 
works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also 
faith apart from works is dead.



Joshua 2:9,11-13 - Rehab

Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof and said 
to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that 
the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land melt away before you.
And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no 
spirit left in any man because of you, for the LORD your God, he is 
God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. Now then, 
please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with 
you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and give me 
a sure sign that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers 
and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from 
death.”



Rehab

Rehab’s Faith (dependence on God’s Mercy) was shown to be 
active, genuine, and alive by her risk-taking act of Mercy towards 
God’s messengers.
(not by observing the law, or by doing religious duties)

The essence of “Good Works” is reflecting towards others the 
Grace and Mercy that we have been shown. 



Jesus

Luke 18:9–14
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. 
For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted.”



What about Paul’s emphasis on Faith Alone?



Ephesians 2:4-10

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast.
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.



Titus 3:4-8

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing 
of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out 
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 
by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life. 
The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on these things, 
so that those who have believed in God may be careful to 
devote themselves to good works.



Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us 
to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works.



Paul’s letter to the Galatians

1:18-19
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas (Peter) and 
remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles 
except James the Lord’s brother.

2:1
Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, 
taking Titus along with me.

2:7-10
… when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, … and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed 
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right 
hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles 
and they to the circumcised. 
Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to 
do.



Paul’s letter to the Galatians

2:15-16
We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know 
that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in 
order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, 
because by works of the law no one will be justified.

2:19-21

For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I 
have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not 
nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, 
then Christ died for no purpose.



Paul’s letter to the Galatians

5:13-14
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”

5:6, “In Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts 
for anything, but only faith working through love.”

Galatians 6:9-10

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give up.  So then, as we have opportunity, let us 
do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.



Jesus

John 1:12
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God,

John 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

John 5:24
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 
has passed from death to life.



Complementary Truths – Living Faith

Paul says it is Foolish to trust in works of the Law
---Have Faith in Christ Alone---
“Faith working through Love”

James says it is Foolish to trust in an empty 
profession of faith

---Make sure your Faith doesn’t remain Alone---
-Faith Completed by acts of Love



Complementary Truths

Paul (Gal 5:14)

do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

James (2:8)

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.



We are saved by faith alone, 
But saving faith never remains alone

Faith that remains alone is

A faith that can’t save 
Good for nothing
Dead Faith
Inconsistent
Foolish
Useless

A Faith completed by Works is 

Able to Save
Valuable - Worthwhile
Alive – Living Faith
Consistent – has integrity
Wise
Useful - Effective



Traps to Avoid

Hearing and not doing
Saying you will, but you don’t – All Talk, No Action

Singular emphasis on Proper Beliefs (Teach them to Obey)
Reliance on emotional Professions of Faith (with no fruit)

Neglecting Love and Mercy
Good Works become self-centered and self-directed

Returning to the Law (or creating a new law)
Striving to earn our salvation or God’s love through works

Works without Faith



What is the nature of the good works produced by 
a Living Faith?

Obedient to the Spirit and the Word 
Works done in love and mercy

Bent toward the outcast, overlooked, and poor
Visible to , but not Flashy – “let your light shine”

God-centered not self-centered
Out of humble faith 

The fruit – not the root



“Good works, done in obedience to God’s 
commandments, are the fruits and evidences of a 

true and lively faith: and by them believers manifest 
their thankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify 
their brethren, adorn the profession of the gospel, 

stop the mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, 
whose workmanship they are, created in Christ Jesus 
thereunto, that, having their fruit unto holiness, they 

may have the end, eternal life” 
(Westminster Confession of Faith 16.2)

Westminster Assembly - 1646



FAITH WORKS



FAITH WORKS

Trust in, 
Dependence on,

Desperation and Affection for
Christ Alone 

Produces Life-giving,
Fruitful, Spirit-led, 
Loving Obedience

Belief / Faith
Righteous, 
Holy Living

Mark 12:29-31
You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’ 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.The Royal Law

GRACE GRACE



Examine your life

Are your actions, desires, and works 
consistent with your faith?

If not,
Look to Christ, Trust in Him,

appeal to His Mercy, 
Accept his Love and Grace, 

and let His Love and Mercy transform your Living, 
Then walk in Trusting Loving Obedience




